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As small businesses operating within the Stour Valley area, we fear that the proposed 
Horksley Park development will do more harm than good to the local economy. It will 
threaten our livelihoods, the services we offer and the very fabric of the community. 
 
Unlike many other parts of the country, the Stour Valley is lucky to be a relatively 
dynamic place with very low levels of unemployment.  It is also a lovely place in 
which to live and to visit. The existing garden centres, pubs and restaurants, holiday 
accommodation, farm shops and other businesses testify to the importance of this in 
the local economy.  We believe that to introduce such a giant retail and tourist 
enterprise as Horkesley Park into this small area would swamp the infrastructure of 
the local community and economy.  It is this diverse infrastructure that has moulded 
the area into the tranquil, attractive and yet successful community that has existed for 
many, many years. 
  
The Horkesley Park proposal itself admits the possibility of the ‘displacement’ of 178 
local jobs.  We contend that the loss could well be greater than this.  None of us have 
ever been formally approached by the consultants who drew up the glossy plan and so 
we have to conclude that their assertions are based on pure speculation rather than 
fact. We feel most strongly about this ‘displacement’ as it would be our jobs and 
businesses, built up in some cases over many years, which are likely to disappear. 
 
We have studied this application in some detail and this letter gives voice to our 
many, serious concerns.   We hope that the Council will represent us against this very 
serious threat to our livelihoods. 
 
 
[Please see below] 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 



Small Businesses Reference List 
 

Josephine, Nayland 
 
Frances Lamb Interior Designs 
 
Forget Me Not Stores, Nayland 
 
Margaret Almond Antiques, Stoke by Nayland 
 
Minerva Chocolates, Colchester 
 
Peter Moss & Sons Ltd., Garage, Nayland 
 
Julian Baker Fine Wines, Wiston 
 
Nayland Post Office 
 
Tim Shackleton Editorial, Nayland 
 
The Steam Mill House, Nayland b and b 
 
Gerry Toplis Consulting Ltd, Nayland 
 
R.Norfolk, Carpenter, Nayland 
 
M & B Plumbing & Heating, Nayland 
 
Hill House B and B, Nayland 
 
Matthew Douglas Ltd. Nayland (Financial Services) 
 
Gladwins Farm, Nayland 
 
Cobblers Cottage Holiday Let, Nayland 
 
Assington farm Shop 
 
Mick Inkpen (Author & Illustrator), Nayland 
 
Debbie Inkpen (Author), Nayland 
 
P.S. Day Carpets, Nayland 
 
Mark & Julie Wilkinson Designers, Nayland 
 
 


