Protesters
call to put
rural roads

to the

OPPONENTS of a proposed her-
itage and conservation centre are
organising a rally which, they
claim, will show the effect of in-
creased traffic on roads around
the Great Horkesley site.

Bunting and Sons submitted their re-
vised application to Colchester Borough
Council in February for a £20million proj-
ect which includes a visitor centre and a
101-acre country park.

The Stour Valley Action Group, founded
to fight the development, says one of its
main concerns is the potential increase in
traffic on the A134 and surrounding nar-
row lanes.

The group has called a rally on Easter
Monday from 1lam for an hour with vehi-
cles driving a circuit along the A134 be-
tween Nayland and Great Horkesley.

Spokeswoman Kate Charlton-Jones
said: “These roads are already over-
crowded and dangerous yet the Buntings
are talking about bringing in 485,000 vis-
itors in the first year.

“We've called a rally to demonstrate our
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_concern about the impact of this traffic.

“If Horkesley Park was up and run-
ning, Easter would be a peak time, so
we're providing our own holiday traffic
which will mingle with residents’ cars,
supply lorries and working farm vehi-
cles.”

The battle between the two, sides has
been hotting up over recent weeks,

Fluorescent green “anti” posters have
appeared in Nayland, Great Horkesley
and neighbouring villages, while
Buntings have sent out an explanatory
circular and pre-paid postcards, ad-
dressed to the council’s planning depart-
ment, urging recipients to support the de-
velopment,

The company claims it will be a cele-
bration of the English countryside — a “vi-
brant and exciting visitor centre set
within a country park” which will not
cause traffic problems, be a retail park,
cause significant pollution or ruin the
countryside.
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