
6th April 2007 

BUNTINGLAND TO BE RELAUNCHED IN MAY 
Buntings have announced that they will be 

holding an extensive series of promotional events in 
May and June to publicise their venture once again, 
beginning at Colchester Town Hall on 10th and 12th 
May, and Great Horkesley Village Hall on 11th May, 
with ‘show rounds’ in the following week at the 
greenhouse site and ‘roadshows’ at other locations 
around the county. 

  No doubt these will follow a similar format to 
the appearance of Suffolk Punches standing all 
through a series of dismal February days earlier this 
year in the car park of the ASDA superstore.  

We expect the new Application to be submitted 
soon after this relaunch.  The scale of  Buntings’ 
promotional campaign indicates the continuing 
ambition of their plans.   

SVAG will be in attendance at these  
events: for details, see the action page 
on this website! 
Right:  The Bunting roadshow outside ASDA: 
more appropriate to its purpose here than in 
the open countryside?  Expect to see this in 
other locations in the months to come. 

LECTURE IN AID OF SVAG AT NAYLAND  
 

The art historian Michael Rosenthal has kindly volunteered to give a lecture  

at Nayland Village Hall on May 17th  
– an opportune date given the timing of Buntings’ relaunch –  

on the subject 

Who Owns Constable’s Country? 
Professor Rosenthal, from the History of Art Department at 

Warwick University, is a local boy who grew up in Great 
Horkesley and went to Colchester Royal Grammar School.  
Like Constable, he spent a ‘careless boyhood’ on the banks of 
the Stour.  He was brought sharply back to this when he saw 
his old school-mate Humphrey Taylor  appearing in The 
Culture Show on BBC television last year.  Humphrey (who 
farms at Lower Dairy Farm, Little Horkesley) was speaking 
about the threat of Horkesley Park.  He immediately got in 
touch with Humphrey and with SVAG and offered his services 
to the cause. 

And who could be better qualified to speak on the subject?  
Michael Rosenthal is an authority on our local Stour valley 

artists, being the author of Constable, The Painter and his 
Landscape and Gainsborough: ‘a Little Business for the Eye’, 
both published by Yale University Press, and was curator of 
the Gainsborough exhibition at Tate Britain in 2002.  And, 
having been at the University of Warwick since 1975, living 
around Stratford-upon-Avon, he has become very aware of 
the pros and cons of cultural tourism and the marketing of 
heritage.  

For further details about the lecture, see the ACTION page 
on this website.  Tickets are £6.50, obtainable in advance 
from The Village Stores, Bear St, Nayland, or by telephoning 
01206 271259. 


