This is an open letter to Colchester Borough Council from the farmers and
landowners of the Essex and Suffolk Stour Valley

March 2009

cc. The East Anglian Daily Times, The Essex County Standard, The Colchester Gazette
Bernard Jenkin, MP, Tim Yeo MP

We, the undersigned, strongly object to
Planning application No. 090231

Horkesley Park Conservation and Heritage Centre
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mentioned heritage park aim to turn what is currently good A2 agricultural land
into a site that includes displays of farming and many retail outlets. The proposals
include an estimate of neatly half a million visitors a year and make provision for
coach parking, car parking and overflow parking; most of this land is currently on
what are now fields. The site will be open to visitors 364 days a year. Our concerns
are manifold.

While some of these anticipated visitors will arrive in coaches, the vast majority
will want to travel to and from the site independently. It might be nice to think that
people could be told which route to take but it would be naive: satellite navigation
systems ensure that people will travel by whichever route is quickest and least busy.
Avoiding what can only be described as inevitable congestion on the already busy
A134 will be a priority. Therefore, the lanes around Fordham and Eight Ash
Green, Thorington Street and Higham, Stoke-by-Nayland and Nayland, Little and
Great Horkesley, Scotland Street and Layham, Polstead and Bures — to name but 2
few — will all become both a great deal busier and more dangerous.

We are all involved in farming and most of us have farmed the land of the Stour
Valley for many years. In order to undertake our daily tasks all of us have
expetienced the difficulty of moving cumbersome machinery around the lanes and
main roads of the area. We have to move equipment, produce and livestock on a
regular basis. It is already an arduous and challenging enough business to transport



our goods, be they sugar beet or onions, grain or animals, as increasingly frantic car
drivers make dangerous overtaking manoeuvres on these lanes and highways.
Moving a single combine harvester from Great Horkesley to Assington, for
instance, can result in a very long tail-back on the A134. How are farmers in the
vicinity of Horkesley Park to be expected to go about their daily lives with so many
more cars on the roads? With visitor numbers expected to peak in August, just
when most of us have the harvest to get in, an aiready tricky operation will be
made well-nigh impossible. Timing is critical in agricultural operations, whether it
be at harvest or planting times: already it takes so much longer than it used to only
a few years ago. Ever increasing traffic numbers will only add further to the
difficultes that farmers are facing.

We urge the Borough Council to reject this planning application. We also ask that
the people of Colchester look beyond a cynical manipulation of the terms
‘Heritage’ and ‘Conservation’ and understand that this planning application
threatens the destruction of acceptable farming land. The light pollution, the litter
pollution and the traffic pollution, generated by so many visitors, will cause that
threat. This land could, and should, be farmed rather than turned into a parody of
a farm for commercial gain.

Signatories:

John Copsey: Priory Farm, Little Horkesley
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David Lewis: Old Hall Farm, Little Horkesley
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David Copsey: Priory Farm, Little Horkesley
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Charles Brocklebank
Mill Farm
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Michael Bates
Boxted Hall Farm
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| Rdgef Clatk
Weylands Farm
Thorington Street

Tom Dobell
Garnons Farm
Wormingford

Tim Knighton
Old House Farm
Great Horkesley
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Geotge Storey
Wiston Hall
Wissington
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Hugh Gray
Wormingford
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Geoffrey Probert
Bevills Farm
Bures
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Peter Rix
Greenbanks
Great Hotkesley
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Philip Riddleston
Poplar Farm
Groton
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Sarah Carr
Gulsons Farm
Boxted
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Chtis Chamley
Great House Farm
Pebmarsh
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Josh Bates
Boxted Hall Farm

Z 7
A

T—— -
e —

Humphrey Taylor
Lower Dairy Farm
Little Horkesley
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Hugh Thorogood
Newton’s Farm

Wissington

Jonathan Minter
Rivers Hall Estate
Boxted

Stephen Marsh
Vinesse Farm
Little Horkesley
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