90 per cent support
plan, say Buntings

PLANS for a controversial
£20 million heritage and
conservation centre have
won overwhelming sup-
port, according to the com-
pany behind it.

Bunting and Sons held a
consultation exercise to gauge
reaction to the proposed
Horkesley Park Heritage and
Conservation Centre.

It said results showed more
than 90 per cent of visitors
returning questionnaires sup-
ported the scheme.

But the figures have been
summarily dismissed by Will
Pavry, chairman of the Stour
Valley Action Group, who said
the series of exhibitions were
merely “preaching to the con-
verted”.

He said: “I think the figures
are pretty misleading. They will
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have been preaching to the con-
verted and I don’t believe they
would have told the downside
of the development, the influx
of the 550,000 visitors on to the
rural roads or the destruction of
the peace and tranquility of the
Dedham Vale.”

The plans for the heritage
and  conservation  centre
include:

B A permanent exhibition of
the life and times of John Con-
stable

M A breeding centre for the
endangered breed of Suffolk
Punch horses

B A garden centre

B A Chinese tea garden

M Restoration and reconstruc-
tion workshops

W Education centres

M An adventure playground,

parkland and a 66-acre country
park.

The centre, on the site of for-
mer tomato nurseries in Lon-
don Road, could attract up to
700,000 visitors a year and cre-
ate 182 full-time jobs.

The Buntings said about
2,000 people visited a series of
events about the heritage centre
as part of the four-week long
consultation exercise. An exhi-
bition at Colchester Town Hall
and Greak Horkesley Village
Hall over three days attracted
nearly 500 visitors.

Nearly 20 per cent of visitors
to the exhibitions and road-
shows returned questionnaires
— a total of 387. Of these 372,
96.1 per cent either expressed
support for the scheme or
showed no objection.

Kate Bunting, a partner in
Bunting and Sons, commented:

“We have now had an expres-
sion of opinion based on evi-
dence gathered at first hand.

“This makes clear what the
overwhelming majority wants.
In many cases, people changed
their minds once they under-
stood what the proposals truly
amount to.

“As soon as we have ensured
that all comments have been
carefully considered, we will be
finalising the details and mak-
ing a planning application.”

The application is due to be
submitted later this summer.

Mr Pavry said: “We are
awaiting the full detailed plan-
ning application with support-
ing documents but we still con-
tend the Horkesley Park devel-
opment is likely to feature retail
park development. How else
could a £20 million develop-
ment be commercially viable?”



