torm over newt

STOUR VALLEY: Heritage centre bid ‘will not be derailed’ by discovery

B'Ml Nelson

THE man behind plans for a controversial herit-
age centre in the heart of the Stour Valley claims
the apparent discovery of protected Great Crested
Newts in the area should not derail the bid.
Campaigners fighting the Horkesley Park tour-
ist attraction have made a last-ditch effort to defeat
the proposals which will be put before Colchester

Borough Council’s planning committee next
month.

The Stour Valley Action Group has claimed that
the discovery of a protected species of newt in a pond
near to the 117-acre site off London Road in Great
Horkesley raises questions about the original envi-
ronmental surveys which were carried out.

Will Pavry, the group’s chairman, said: “Great
Crested Newts may seem like a small issue, but this
does show that their surveys are out of date and were
inadequately carried out in the first place.

“We have similar concerns aboul the bal surveys
which were carried out. Bats are also a protected
species and we believe they are roosting in the build-
ings which they intend to knock down.”

Peter Gaskin, who lives near to the site and dis-
covered the newts, said: “Our area ol outstanding
natural beauty and its protected species are too pre-
cious and too vulnerable to be entrusted {o the ethos
of businessmen and developers, whose priority will
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