Major support for
Vale visitor centre

CONTROVERSIAL: 'F DA backs 117-acre attraction on edge of Constable Country

By Roddy Ashworth

THE region’s leading independent devel-
opment organisation has come out in
favour of plans for a large and controver-
sial rural visitor attraction on the edge of
Constable Country:

The East of England Development

Agency (EEDA) wrote to Colchester
Borough Council saying the Horkesley
Park Heritage and Conservation Centre
would bring significant benefits to the
area including both an increased number
of tourists and an extra 200 jobs.

It also said the project would con-
tribute to regional culture and help max-
imise the use of its natural environment.

The £20million scheme, billed as “a cel-

ebration of the English Countryside”,
would see a 117-acre site in Great
Horkesley transformed into parkland
and gardens containing an information
centre, an art gallery, shops, restaurants
and a Suffolk Punch breeding centre.
Some local people fear the scheme
could cause traffic gridlock on roads
around the area and lead to noise and
light pollution in the Dedham Vale,

which is designated as an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).
But EEDA, while giving recommenda-
tions about additional transport meas-
ures and careful design of the centre,
said that Horkesley Park would provide
“a visiter and cultural attraction of sub-
regional significance that directly
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promotes the distinctiveness
of this part of the East of
England”.

EEDA is one of nine
regional development agen-
cies set up by the
Government to  create
“vibrant, sustainable and
enterprising” areas around
the country.

In its letter, Natalie
Blaken, the agency’s plan-
ning  manager, wrote:

“EEDA therefore broadly
supports this application.
“It will contribute signifi-

cantly to the region's aspira-
tions to maximise the value
of green infrastructure,
regional culture and the nat-
ural environment.

“The creation of the new
facilities will also bring sig-
nificant benefits to the
region in terms of tourism
and provide a significant
number of jobs.”

Yesterday, Stephen
Bunting, a partner in
Bunting and Sons, the firm
behind the plan, said: “The
fact that EEDA have come
out so strongly in support of
the plans is excellent. EEDA

are acutely aware of what is
good and right for the region
and for the local area.

“I would ask that before
people make a judgment on
this scheme they look at the
planning application itself,
rather than forming an
opinion based only on what
other people say about it.”

However, last night Will
Pavry, chairman of the
Stour Valley Action Group
(SVAG), which was set up to
oppose a previous applica-
tion by Mr Bunting, said he
did not believe the park
would create as many jobs

as had been claimed. “The
potential number of visitors
to the park is, in our and our
experts’ view, grossly over-
stated.

“If the visitors don't
arrive then how can Mr
Bunting sustain the jobs?

“We also believe that the
projected level of spend per
visitor estimated by Mr
Bunting is grossly over
stated, which would again
undermine his business, and
therefore his ability to
employ the number he sug-
gests.”
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