Art historian
attacks plans

TOURIST ATTRACTION: Wants to save landscape

By Elliot Furniss

AN EXPERT in art history has
backed the campaign of people
living in Constable Country
who are concerned at plans to
build a tourist attraction based
around the famous painter’s
works

Michael Rosenthal, from
Warwick University, is to give a
lecture highlighting the chang-
ing demands on the region’s
landscape, backing the cam-
paigns of the Stour Valley
Action Group (SVAG) and the
Nayland and  Wissington
Conservation Society.

The groups have voiced con-
cerns about plans for the
Horkesley Park Heritage and
Conservation Centre, which
are due to be submitted to
Colchester Borough Council in
the summer after a public con-
sultation has been held.

Attractions at the planned
facility would include a Suffolk
Punch breeding centre, art
gallery, country park and spe-
cialist garden centre.

But the application is for
land which used to be a tomato
nursery and is close to the
Stour Valley - a designated

Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty.

Mr Rosenthal was alerted to
the campaign by a television
article featuring a friend who
lives in the Great Horkesley
area, where he spent much of
his childhood.

SVAG’s Georgina Harding
said that after seeing the cam-
paign highlighted, he got in
touch and said: “What can I
do?” B

She added: “He’s very nostal-
gic and I think he just wanted
to do anything to save the land-
scape.”

Previous plans submitted by
Bunting and Sons for the Great
Horkesley site caused contro-
versy in the local community
and provoked a raft of objec-
tions and technical queries
from both residents and organ-
isations.

The concerns led to the pro-
posals being withdrawn Iast
year to allow experts to exam-
ine the matters raised and
amend the scheme accordingly.
It is now anticipated that a
revised planning application
will be formally lodged with
Colchester Borough Council in
the summer.

Before that, landowner
Stephen Bunting is to launch a

consultation exercise to give
people the opportunity to make
their opinions known and iden-
tify any further issues that
might need to be considered.

Technical consultants and-
specialists will be available to
answer questions in Colchester
Town Hall on May 10 and 12,
and in Great Horkesley Village
Hall on May 11.

Between May 14 and 19 there
will also be an exhibition on
the site of the proposed devel-
opment - including a tour of
the land - and in coming
months an “exhibition road-
show” will tour Colchester. The
date for the lecture is May 17,
which coincides with the five-
day exhibition.

Yesterday, Mr Bunting said:
“We will make inquiries and,
provided that it is an open
meeting and not just for mem-
bers of the society, I shall most
definitely attend, probably
with some of the other part-
ners of Bunting and Sons.

“We are, of course, most
interested in John Constable
and whenever we can we
attend lectures and exhibitions
relating to him, both in this
country and overseas.”

elliot.furniss@eadt.co.uk



