New row over
Constable centre

by MICHAEL POWELL

SUGGESTIONS of financial links
between backers of a controversial
John Constable heritage centre
and a far eastern construction
company which has expressed
support for the project have been
dismissed as “completely untrue”.

At the weekend, a national newspa-
per reported that Parkview Interna-
tional - a company run by wealthy
Hong Kong ua:mssmnu Victor
Hwang - has written to planners
offering “wholehearted support™ for
the proposed £20 million heritage cen-
tre ot Horkesley Park, between Great
and Little Horkesley,

But Horkesley Park owner Stephen
Bunting said kview International
chief executiv el Robwerts hied only
offered advice "us a friend”.

Backers deny
reports of HK
finance links

“Michael Hoberts is the chief executive
of Mr Hwang's company and a friend of
min

and an ex-Bunting Group director
¢ years agoe,” =aid Mr Bunting
We've actually been in discussion with
anese construction companies, but
't placed an order with cither of
them yet.”

Mr Bunting said
briefly been introduced to Mr Hwang by
Mr Roberts, this wos "some five to ten
years” before the current planning appli-
cation for Horkesley Park was lodged.

The proposed Constable centre has
attracted opposition from some who claim

although he had
1

it is a retail project disguised as a her-
itage centre - to overcome opposition and
make p[:mm.n‘s conaent more likely.
They stioned what the
(ohmef.e },-md(\-n ut Horkesley I’sark whllﬂ?
also hans the backing of Essex County
( nneil, hqd ta do with preserving Con-
heritage.
Pmry chnirman of Stour Valley
Action Group, added: "If the eouncil want
to do this sort of thmx with l]u Chinese

.mything about
Purkview other than L!n- fact that there's
council from them
suj mrunh the application.”

1]r Bunting smid: “The reason we incor-
lmr'\h sl 2 Chiness garden s that Lond
{anmingficld and uth " senior members
of Ezsex County Council asked us if we
would consider doing it.

Exszex County Council was unavailable
for comment




